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Chapter -1               The Last Lesson  
By Alphonse Daudet  

EXERCISE 

Instructions: Write the answers to these questions in your notebook, if you don’t have 

a new notebook then you can take out the unused pages of your previous notebooks and 

file them in a file and use them.  

Short Answer Questions  

Answer the following in 30-40 words each. 
 (NOTE:1. Page no. and paragraphs of the chapter are mentioned to help you write answers  
              2.With some questions Value points are given) 
 

1. Why was Franz afraid to go to school that morning? 

2. What temptations did Franz overcome to proceed to school? (page-2, para-1) 

3. What was the significance of the bulletin-board in the town hall? (p-2, para-2) 

4. Why was Franz blushing and feeling frightened when he entered the class room? 

 (was late, easily noticed as everyone was settled) 

5. How and why was M. Hamel dressed differently that day? (p-3, last para, p-4 1para) 

6. Why were the old men of the village present in the class room? (p-5 ,1st para) 

7. How was the order from Berlin going to make a difference to the lives of the students? 

(not study the native language, will be compelled to study a foreign language) 

8. How did Franz’s attitude towards his books and M Hamel change after he heard about 

the order from Berlin? (p-4 ,2nd last para) 

9. What happened when Franz attempted to recite the rule for participles in class? (p-5 

,2nd para: “But i got mixed up……. look up” 

10. What does M. Hamel find wrong with the attitude of Alsace towards learning? (puts 

off learning till tomorrow) 

11. How does M. Hamel held parents and himself responsible for students neglecting 

learning? (p-5 ,2nd last para) 

12. How does M. Hamel praise the French language? (p-5, last para) 

13. How is the mother tongue important for the enslaved people? 

14. Why was Franz able to understand everything? 

(Franz- listening carefully, Hamel-explaining everything with patience) 

       15.How does M. Hamel evoke feelings of patriotism in the class? 

 



 
 

Answer the following in about 150 words each: 
 

1. “When a people are enslaved, as long as they hold fast to their language it is as if they 

have the keys to their prison.” What could this mean? 

(Language is an important aspect of the culture of any nation. 

 Native language unites the people of a particular area or nation.  

when people are attached to their native language, their identity would be kept intact. 

 Their language is the key to their prison as their language keeps them united against 

the invaders and urge them to fight against the enslavement.) 

 

2. In the story M. Hamel emerges not only as a dedicated teacher but also as a sensitive 
and understanding human being”. Elaborate the character of M. Hamel in light of the 
above statement 

(Sincere French teacher, knows subject well, Passionate about French, considers French-
clearest, most beautiful, logical, feels-key to person’s sense of freedom,  advises everyone 
to hold on to French, Proud of being French, upset by occupation of Alsace by German, 
attached to town, school, people, Hard Task Master, particular about discipline and 
learning, students scared , Sensitive, Honest, blames himself for selfishness, takes the 
last lesson with patience till the end ,becomes emotional) 

 

3. Franz thinks, “Will they make them sing in German, even the pigeons?” What could 

this mean? 

(disheartened to know the removal of French, Germans can enforce their language 
on them but not upon birds, pigeons can ‘coo’ , irrespective of the country from 
which they are,  language is a natural mode of communication and it cannot be 
imposed,.) 

 

4. Justify the Title ‘The Last Lesson’. 

(The title is appropriate as it talks about the last lesson of M. Hamel, Franz and the 

Villagers.  

(Write in your own words) Feelings of M Hamel, Franz and the Villagers towards the 

Last French language.) 

5. The importance of a thing dawns upon us when it is no longer with us”. Do you agree? 

Give reasons based on the text? 

 

(Give your own response, originality will be appreciated, you can give example from 

History, your personal life etc.)  

 



6. Is it possible to carry pride in one’s language too far? Do you know what ‘linguistic 

chauvinism’ means? 

 

(Linguistic chauvinism is excessive love for one's own language; this love is so much 

that one considers one's language to be superior to all the other languages of the 

world. The linguistic chauvinists are those who hate the people who speak other 

languages and try to impose their language on them.  

One may take pride in his or her language but there is a thin line between taking pride 

and being prejudiced.  Detest other languages to make our language great is not the 

solution. On must understand that like one’s own language other languages also have 

equal rights to exist and must be sustained. Linguistic Chauvinism is just as deep rooted 

in India as discriminations based on caste or religion. Language used to be an 

embodiment of one’s)  

 

Board questions (2012-2016)  

(Note- No need of answering the question if it is repeated ) 
Q1: Answer in 30 – 40 words:                                                                           (2)  

[CBSE paper, 2012]  

What changes did the order from Berlin cause in the school?  

 

Q2: Answer in 30 – 40 words:                                                                           (2)  

[CBSE paper, 2013]  

How did Franz react to the declaration that it was their last French lesson?  

  

Q3: Answer in 30 – 40 words:                                                                           (2)  

[CBSE paper, 2014]  

Why were the elders of the village sitting in the classroom?  

  

Q4. Answer the following question in 120 – 150 words:                                  (6)  

[CBSE paper, 2015]  

The order from Berlin aroused a particular zeal in the school. Comment.  

OR  

  

Q5: Answer the following question in 120 – 150 words:                                     (6)  

[CBSE paper, 2016]  

Our language is part of our culture and we are proud of it. Describe how regretful M. Hamel and the 
village elders are for having neglected their native language, French.  


